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NS 4 


WHERE I GET 
CHASED AND § 
KILLED. 


SITTING IN 
THE SAME 
CONCERT 


WATCHING 
THE SAME 
FORMANCE 


OH, HEYP 
WHAT'S THE 
NAME OF 
THAT SONG 
AGAINP 


EXACTLY 
THE SAME 
EACH 
TIME. 


THE 
CROWD'S 
GOING 
NUTS, THEIR 
APPLAUSE 
SEEMINGLY fj 
NEVER- 

ENDING. 


THE 
MUSICIAN 
COMES 
BACK OUT 
FOR A 
CURTAIN 
CALL. 


THE WHOLE 
PACKED HALL, 
I’M THE ONLY 


GAPING ONE SITTING 
LIKE A aml 
DUMP ASS QUIET... 


AS THE 
CONCERT 
NEVER 
ENDS. 


LS 


AS TS Vice 
TT We co 


~ 


I CAN‘T 
REMEMBER 
THE SONG 

FOR SHIT 
WHEN I 
WAKE UP 
EITHER. 


I TOTALLY 
KNOW IN 
THE DREAM 
THOUGH. 


- AND 
WHAT 
THEY'RE 
PLAYING. 


ye 


y 
vertu 


Sc linale 


MA 
HOT OR 
COLO? Si] 

= 


SY 


SS 


y 


—GZiiG 


Nae 


| 


IT’S BEEN A 
YEAR S/NCE I 
4 REFLEXIVELY 
4 REPLIED, ‘NO, 
I’M Nor” # 


RIGHT? @& 


“Ue 


COULDJA 


THAT WAS 
THE FIRST 
TIME IN 
My LIFE I/O 
LOST My 
TEMPER 
WITH A 
STRANGER. 


AND THE 
FACT 
THAT I WAS 
25 YEARS 
OLD... 


SEKIYA’S 
RADIO 
SHOW IS 
STARTING! 


“mo000N.. 


UGH. JUST 
REMEMBERING 
THAT KNOCKS 

ME OUT OF 

MY GROOVE. 


WITH ME. ONE 
I COULON’T 


Z 

cour. 
Maye is 

x pRIEND 


HE GREW 
CLOSER AND 
CLOSER 
DESPITE 
My BEST 
EFFORTS. 


THANK 
YOU FOR 
LISTENING. 


SEKIYA’S 
VOICE. 


OUR 
FIRST 
QUES- 


TION 
-- COMES 
FROM TODAY 
LISTENER 
‘LISTENING 
MAKES ME 


SEKIYA’S 
GOT THE 
MOST 
BEAUTIFUL 
VOICE 
IN THE 
WORLD. 


EXCUSE ME? 
IT’S, LIKE, $000 


oe NOT “NERDING OUT,” 
I'VE BEEN THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 


WONDERING THIS \J} SEKIYA AND I ARE 


FOR A WHILE, BUT 
DO YOU HAVE A ies Vee. TOTES BESTIES. 


VOICE FETISH OR LIKE THAT IS 
SOMETHING? JUST PLAIN 


Y'KNOWP 
THERE’S JUST 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT HIS 
VOICE. 


AGAIN! 


SOMEONE LETTER. 
YOU JUST 


) ALMOST 
LILTINGLY... 


DOESN'T 
\T SEEM 
EASIER IF 
YOU LOOK 
ATT THAT 
WAY? 


I'M 
SURE IT’S 
DIFFERENT 

FOR DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE, BUT 
I DON’T SEE 
WHY YOU'D 

NEED TO MAKE 

YOURSELF 
FORGET. 


FEELINGS 
FOR THE 
ONE YOU'RE 
WITH NOW 
AREN’T 
wok FAKE. AT 
DON’T LEAST... 
THINK 


FOCUS ON 
EROWING YOUR 
LOVE FOR THE 

ONE YOU’RE 
NN WITH NOW. 


SS 


= UM! 

WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO 
GRAB A BITE 
TO EAT WITH ME |= 
DOWNSTAIRS? 


HE'S A 
LONER TO 
THE CORE. 
DOESN'T 
HANG WITH 
PEOPLE. 


OUTSIDE EAy \ 
OF HIS RADIO 
SHOW, HE BARELY 
SAYS A WORD! 


THAT'S 
KINDA... 
SAD. 


I DUNNO IF HE 
SHUTS DOWN 
BECAUSE HIS 
JOB MAKES 
HIM TALK SO 
MUCH OR 
EVERY- WHAT. 
BoDy's 
GOT THEIR 


HONEST, 
I/M NOT 
REALLY SURE 

I GET WHY 
EITHER. 


I WARMED 
UP SOME 


OH! SORRY. 
1 GOT KINDA 
HUNGRY, SO I 
SNUCK A BITE 


EARLIER. de 
HE'S ye 


SO YEAH! 
EARLIER 
NAKAJO WAS 


THE HELLP 
HOW CAN = 
YOU SIT THERE 


WITH RICE 
STUCK TO 
YOUR FACEP 


I WAS LIKE, 
WOW...SO 
YOU'VE GOT 
SOMEONE 
LIKE THATP 


Y-YEAH, UM, 
ANYWAY... ABOUT 
TONIGHT’S SHOW. 
I HEARD YOU 
TALKING ABOUT 
SOMEONE YOU 
CAN‘T FORGET. 


I FELT 
A LITTLE 
JEALOUS. 


HE 
BELIEVED a 

MEP THAT —— a 
WAS A LIE |e SNE 


FOR THE / " 
SHOW. 
DUH. - s 


Se 


WHAT’S 
HE DOING 
FERRYING 
ME HOME 
LIKE IT’S 
ONLY 
NATURAL 
> 


THROWS 
ME COM- 
PLETELY 
OFF 


cc AH. MR. 
—_ GLOOMY 
\ | Grasses 
—\  areives. 


Prey be NN \\ 
a 


\ SEKIYA, Bilin, 


G'MORNING! 


TALL 
LIE INTO 
THE MIC. 


ITs 
NEVER 
BOTHERED 


TOAST! ON 
THE HOUSE. 


CONSIDERATE § 
OF SOME = 
STRANGER 
WHO'S 
HURTING. 


MY LIFE 
HAS BEEN 
KNOCKED 

OFF-KILTER. 


PROBABLY 


My FAULT. 


a SIDES, I 
yes PUNCHED 


OUT ONE 
seis OF HIS 


GONE. 
I GOT 
PUNCHED 


THIS 1S 
NOT... 


/T ALWAYS 
STUMBLES 
WHEN /T’S 
IMPORTANT... 
WHEN I WANT 
TO TELL THE 
TRUTH. 


IF I’M BEING HONEST... 


uM, 
SEE... IM 
A &IC FAN 
OF YOURS, 
MR. 
SEKIYA. 


HM? 

I THOUGHT ID 
DROP BY TO SEE 
IF YOLI NEED A 
RIDE! T MEAN, 
I'M NOT THAT 

FAR AWAY. 


/ rt 
| BROUGHT 
RICE 
BALLS! 


AND THAT DAY AND THAT DA™.. 
SO MANY TIMES... 


BUT THEN MY VOICe... 


..MY STUFID VOICE... 


YOUVE GOT 
THE KINDES7, 
MOST 
BEAUTIFUL 
VOICE IN THE 
WORLD. 


INALL 
THE RADIO 
SHOWS YOU'VE 
‘ DONE, YOU'VE 
“ONLY EVER GIVEN © 
\\\ OPTIMISTIC 
\ANSWERS TO 
) “EVERYONES 
< QUESTIONE, 


ffi 


ILIKE 
YOUR VOICE. 
MORE THAN — 

ANYONE |. 
ELSES IN |, 
THE ENTIRE |f 


WAYPRPL 
WHEN I’M 
IN LOVE 
WITH HIM... 


panne 


§ 
a 
aw 
o 


THIS IS 


HA =A 


pb 
vertu 


Srlinale 


HOLD 
ON... 
WHAT? 


LOLOLOL! 


SAY 
THAT 
AGAIN? 


HE'S MY 
BOYFRIEND 
Now. 


THAT'S WHA? 


HI... 


LAR...I... 
ous! 


WHERE 
THe HELL 
DID THAT 

COME 

FROM?! 

(01) 


HEY, AKIHA. 
WERE YOU 
LISTENING? 


quot 
Now. 


YOU REALLY 
GONNA ASK 
ME THAT WHEN 
YOU KNOW 
I’M GAYP 


EXACTLY 
WHY I HAD 
TO. 


COULDA 
MAYBE 
NOT TELL 
EVERYONE? 
Z 


YOU'RE 
STILL 
SINGLE, 
RIGHT?P 


THE 
AIRST 
7/ME I 

REALIZED 
I WAS /N 


2 
IF A PILE OF I CAN'T ITS EASIER /T WASN’T 


TRASH EVER TO THINK LIKE HE . 
yeclo) aU) UZ IN ‘R OF THE ia4-a)/>) 
FORM, HE’S OFFICIALLY NASTY ANYTHING 
PROBABLY DATED THINGS HE ie), 
WHAT /T’D EITHER. O10 THAN 
Kole) A/a THE NICE. 


WHO’RE 
YOU 
THINKING 
OF RIGHT 
NowP 


ONE 
OF THE 
GUYS AT 
YOUR WORK 


\\ 
2 ORIGINALLY |_} 


STRAIGHT, 
RIGHTP 


WON'T GIVE 
UP. IT'S 
ONE OF 

MY BETTER 


; TRAITS, a cd 
RIGHTP 
Wa 


YOU 
COULD’/VE 
JUST SAID 


HE WAS 


PRACTICALLY 
GUSHING 


DITCHED 
AND 


EARTS THE 


THEN 
HE HAD TO 
DRAG ME 
INTO IT AND 
ASK IF I HAD 
A LOVER. 


DEFINITELY 
SOMETHING 
WEIRD 
ABOUT YOU 
TODAY. 


PUSH IT, KID. 
MORE IS 
AGAINST THE 


HEAR MORE | - 
ABOUT 
YOU. 


YOU 
KNOW 
YOU WON'T 
EVER GET 
ANYTHING 
FROM IT, 
RIGHTP 


YOURS? 


ee \ 
“sl SHUT 
: UP oy 
—— | Bs 
¢ aK | yiyt | 
@7)\ we | 7 = 
ug ist 
SAL GniTMNMAIORES === 


YOU BEENP 
STILL HAPPY 
BEING THE 
SIDE BITCHP 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
VISIT HIM 


QUESTION 
LATELY? 


WHAT, 
STILL HAVEN'T 
FOUND 


SOMEONE? 


V7 
YOU'RE 


TO READ. 


I DION/T 
SAY EITHER 
WAY. 


YOU HAVEN’T 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE STILL 


TO FALL FOR 
SOMEONE 
NEW. 


IT REALLY 
ISN'T THAT 


WHERE 
THE HELL 
DID YOU 
GET THAT 

SPIELP 


WE 
COULD 
HIT UP 

THE 
USUAL 

HOTEL.” 


WOULD 
YOU TWO 
PLEASE 
TRY TO GET 
ALONG? 


wd 
NOT VERY 
MATURE, 
YKNOW 


WANNA 


GO FOR BUT IT CANT YOURE 
DRINKS 18 THAT BE WE JUST STL 
TONIGHT? EASY HAPPY. GO OUT? SINGLE, 
ITS BEEN ‘ : RIGHT? 


A WHILE. 


| YOURE 
WAY TOO 

PESSIMISTIC 
ABOUT 


HEY. 
THANKS 
FOR 
LETTING 
ME COME 
BY. 


WAHL 
QUIT! 
YOURE 
SENDING 
DUST 
EVERY- 
WHERE! 


THE DUST \/\\ 
18 SPARKLING 

IN THE LIGHT 

LIKE LITTLE 
| \ DIAMONDS. 


| BEAUTIFUL. 


HIS PER- | 
SONALITY th 
sucken. | 


| 


ro 
NEVER 
MISTAKE 
HIM FOR 
A GOOD 
PERSON. 


«THE 
HIANO HE 
PLAYED... 

THE WAY HE 


THEY WERE 
SOMEHOW 
BEAUTIFUL. 


THEY 
WERE SO 
BEAUTIFUL 


+ THAT 
GOD GOT 
TIRED OF 
WAITING... 


BUT 


THE 
RINGING 
DOESN’T 

STOR... 


SLOWLY, | fe ne 


ITS 
GROWING 
\ FAINTER. 


WITH THE 
ECHOES 
OF MUSIC. 


WHAT'S 

upP 

\ AND 

THOUGHT CaeS HOLY 

IT WAS A Vai SHIT. 

BUREAU 4, 

OR SOME- a THAT'S 
\ THING. = A PIANO 


WHY 
BRING IT 
\ OUTP 


IT'S THE 
ANNIVER- 
SARY OF 
THE DAY 
HE DIED. 


ICANT * 3 SUDDENLY 
KEEP ONLY FELT LIKE 
THE GOOD PLAYING FOR 


MEMORIES. ‘ THE FIRST 
TIME IN A 


WHILE. 


YAHIKOP 


DON'T 
ABANDON 
ME. 


ABANDON 
yYouP 


WHAT'RE 
YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 


SERI- 

OUSLY. 

COULD THIS 
YOU IS TOO 


MAKE SUD- 
SENSE DEN. 
PLEASE 
P 


My EVERYTHING LETTING 
WORLD IS A TERRIFIES LOSING OTHERS FORGETTING 
DISGUSTING ME AND IT YAHIKO. GET TOO HIM. 


ONE. HATE IT. CLOSE. 


..WITH THE 
NEVER-ENDING 
ECHOES OF 
VIOLENCE. 


/T 
RINGS... 


ye 


y 
vertu 


Sc linale 


I FOUND 
A PERSON 
AND A CAT 

ABANDONED 


BEAUTIFUL f\ 
MAY DAY |'S 
OUTSIDE! 


COW MILK 
(3 BAD FOR 


I SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO 
GET HOME ution ff 
EASILY ig | 
ae A Now! seeP a 
IT'S NOT 


ISHIYAMA 
BAKERY. THAT FAR. 
NEAR 


WHERE YOU 
DON’T ARE. 
YOU KNOW 
OF THEM? 
THEY'VE GOT 
THE TASTIEST wow! 
MONT BLANC f } WHAT A 
CAKES IN TK ; DETAILED 
THE WEST ‘ 5 
EXIT! 


DAY 3... 


PLEASE. 
IN EXCHANGE 
FOR THESE | 
CAKES, COULD 
1 BEG YOU TO 
LISTEN TO MY? 
<\ STORY? 


HERE. THESE 
ARE THOSE 


MY LANDLORD 
\| SAID NO PETS 


ALLOWED! 


WHEN YOU. 
SUMMARIZE, 
YOU REALLY 
SUMMARIZE. 


' SHOULDN'T 
HAVE ASKED. 


VM NOT 
GOING TO 
GIVE IN... 


I THINK 
I'M GOING 
TO KEEP IT. 

WHEN TI HAVE 
TO BE AWAY 
FOR WORK, 

COULDUJA 

WATCH IT AND 

MAKE SURE IT 

DOESN'T DIEP 


~¢ 


AH. 
THAT'S 
NOT 
WHAT T 
MEANT. 


INSURANCE OR 
RELIGION OR 
NEWSPAPERS 

OR... 


I DON'T... 
NEED ANY 
CATS, 
EITHERP 


CATS... 


Pal 
3 
=5 
38 
a 


ROOMMATE’S 
ALLERGIC TO 


PURIFIER. 
IT'LL BE 
FINE. 

YOU Love 


ADMIT tr. 


REALLYP 


EXCHANGE, 
YOU HAVE 
TO TREAT ME 
TO DINNER 
SOMEDAY! 


EVERYONE 
HERE IS CRAZY 
NICE. 


I KNOW 
I HAVE NO 
RIGHT TO TALK, 
BUT TAKING 


IN STRAY CATS 
IS ONE THING. 
DON’T TAKE IN 
ANYTHING LIKE 
LITTLE LOST 
CHILDREN. 


DAY 4... 


WELL, HE'S 
A DECENT 
GUY. THE CAT 
SHOULD BE 
GOOD Now. 


ACCORDING 
TO THE 
CREATION 
MYTH, GOD 
MADE DAY 
AND NIGHT 
ON THE 
FIRST DA™.. 


ay; 


7), 
MM Wil! I) 


ST 
WAIN yy 7," J 


es 

e - R= 
(Larvae BOR 34 
| RE ER) 


\ = 
(UL 


ZB 


OH! I'M 
OGIKAWA. 


CAN IP! 
WOOT’ 


< 


UWAAAK! 
CHICKEN AND 
EGGS OVER 
RICE! 


IT LOOKS $O 
FLUFFY AND 
YUMMY! 


IT'S THE 
ONE THING + YOU'RE 
I CAN SUPER 
BRAG GOOD 
ABOUT. Pony WITH YOUR 
; ae HANDS, 


KAMEDA! 


C'MON! 
YOU SHOULD 
AT LEAST 
ADD “SUPER 
NICE” TO 
THAT LIST! 


COME 
BY AND 
EAT AGAIN 
SOMETIME 


MADE THE 
| FISH AND 
THE BIRDS 
ON THE 
FIFTH DAY. 


BOTH FISH 

AND BIRDS 

ARE GOOD 
EATING. 
RIGHTP 


I’M FINALLY 
PART OF 
THE FIREFLY 


YOU 
AREN'T 
ALONE! 


SOMEONE 
FAMOUS ONCE 
SAID YOU CAN'T 
GET WHAT YOU 
WANT WITHOUT 
MAKING 
SACRIFICES. 


YOU/RE 
FREEZING, 
AREN’T 
youP 


SURE. I/VE 
GOT A CAT, 


YOU 
BET IT IS. 
COULD YOU 
MAYBE TAKE 
ME IN FOR 
THE NIGHTP 


SOUNDS 
ROUGH. 


THANK 
GOD THE 
WALLS 
BETWEEN 
THESE 
BALCONEYS 
ARE SUPER 
LOw. 


I'VE 
GOT SOME 
MACKEREL 
SIMMERING 
IN A MISO 
MARINADE. 


AH WELL. 
I CAN COME 
BACK TO- 
MORROW. 


DAY 6... 


YOU'RE \ 
A GOOD Vi ME FINALLY 
=—| CONVERSA- f ‘UNS : COME 
TIONALIST, f : INTO THE 

: PICTURE. 


SOMETHIN’ 
ABOUT THIS 
LAST WEEK. 


ITS 
BEEN ALL 
NLOVE THY 


ABIES 
x ZS <4 
ore 


TONIGHT 
Were PERFECT! 


DRINK UNTIL 
i out! 


U7 
WHAT’/S WRONG 
WITH THAT? I'VE 
GOT TOMORROW 


EVEN 
GOD HIMSELF 
TOOK THE 
SEVENTH DAY 
OFF TO REST. 


-ae ENERY ONCE 
56 OVER 
as AWHILE. 


7 so 
YOU AREN'T fy? NY 7 YOU DO 
| AFRAID TOBE [BP |X S 
F\ RUDE EITHER. F HAVE FACE 


Nv 


CREATED... 


«AND 
SAID... 


NIGHT 
FELL 
UPON 
CREATION 


SATISFIED, 

\ GOD KICKED 
BACK AND 
RELAXED 

FOR A DA 


THERE’S NO RUSH. 
LET'S TAKE IT EASY AND FALL IN LOVE NICE AND SLOW. 


eA 


y 
vertu 


Sclinale 


AS THE OLD 
SAYING GOES, 
IT'S LIKE THE 
KIND OF RAIN 
THAT STOPS A 
GUEST FROM 
LEAVING. 


SEEM LIKE 
PEOPLE 
WERE A 

LITTLE 
CLOSER. 


#4. FROM TINY 3 STAR a 
WITH CHESTNUT FLOWERS 
Sl 


I MEAN, 
THEY 
ARGUE ALL 
THE TIME! 
LOVERS” 
QUARRELS?P 


SHIBATAP 


LIKE, 
BLA- 
TANTLY. 


I-I/M 


, SORRY. 
Petes REALLY. IT’S 
17, 
ALL 
FIDGETY 


QUIT IT, 
WOULD 
YOUP IT'S 
EMBAR- 
RASSING. 


AAAH! 


, _ THIS IS SO 
Hopes aa AWESOME! SADO 
pis laa ag ac SEEMS LIKE A 
Seta ees HARD WORKER 

vs AND A SMART 


4 
AAAH: GUY WITH JUST 


A LITTLE BIT OF 
THAT BAD BOY 
CHARM... 


1 ea: 


HP DECLINING 
(FOR SOME REASON) 


95 


es \\ Nn iss 


saucy 
HAD DI R 
te TONIGHT! 


ie BUSINESS 
q DINNER WITH 
= THOSE EXECS, 
wee RIGHT? 
YOU/RE \— 
Hy MOVING 
Qe 
ve SOMETHING 
SMELLS 
e GoopD! 
AUGH! WHAT IS 


. ; HAM- ITP 
vented BURGER 
LIEUTENANT STEAK! 
IN NO 


TIME. 


f 


THEY'RE 
CASUALLY 
BLOCKING 

ME. LIKE, WHY 
SOME JUNIOR 

BRANCH-FAMILY 

UPSTART OVER 

A FAMILY 


YEN 
GOURMET 
DINNER. 


: SAYS HE'S NOT 

INTERESTED IN 

pINKER you fe A SUCCESSION 
MADE WITH : WAR. 

A HUNDRED- 
GRAMS-FOR-A- 
HUNDRED-YEN 
HAMBURGER. 


SS UGH. 
~ = WHAT ARE 
UY we eure 

( <i PEASANTP 


98 


ITS 
SIMPLE 
OBSESS/ION 
FOR US 


OISGUSTING 
HOW LITTLE 
IVE CHANGED. 
SINCE: HIGH. 
SCHOOL. HOW. 
LITTLE IVE: 


I CANT 
WANT HIM. 
THERE’S 
NO POINT. 


I 
WON'T 


HIS LIFE 
WILL NEVER 
BE MINE. 


«WHEN I ROLL OVER AND CONFIRM THAT THE MAN WHOSE 
SMELL /S STILL IN MY NOSE ISN’T THERE... I HATE THAT FEELING. 
NOT THAT I’LL SAY SO. 


HOLD ON. 
DON’T TELL 
ME YOU 
AND AKIHA 
FINALLY GOT 


TOGETHER 


MORNIN’! 


YOU'RE A 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT TYPE 
FROM H/M, 
j AFTER ALL! 
BY “HIM,” Z 
SIR... YOU j 
MEAN HIS 
OLD FLAME 
WHO DIED, 
RIGHTP 


KNEW HIM 
TOO, THEN, 
DIRECTORP 


WELL, 
YEAH. HE'S 
MY OLDER 
BROTHER. 


AT LEAST, 
SO I THOUGHT. 
I WAS A DUMB 
KID AND 
OION’T KNOW 
ANY BETTER. 


My 
BROTHER, 
THOUGH... 


/T WAS 
HARD TO TELL, 
BUT I THINK 
HE HAD HIS 
ae OWN WARPED 


‘ Le SENSE OF 
d= =) RIGHT AND 


DESTRUCTIVE 

LIFE WITH HIS 
BOYFRIENDS 
AISSED ME 

OFF BIG-TIME. 


I/O LASH 
- ——= - OUT AT 
/ GIN \\ N : HIM, DE- 
| _ | LIBERATELY 
FUCK ~ ," PICKING 
OFF, YOU CSS FIGHTS... 
ws ONLY 
TO GET 
- BEAT TO 
‘ <f SHIT. 


106 


A FEW 
OAYS AFTER 
W/o —-)/8) 
THAT TO HIM, 
HE REALLY 
(a)/e=)/(= 


I REMEMBER 
HOW AKTHA 
PUKED AGAIN 
AND AGAIN, THE 
SOUR SMELL OF 
BILE..AND HOW 
DAD DION’T EVEN 
COME TO THE 
HOSPITAL. 


elo)" 
AFTER, I 
FOUND OUT 
DAD DIDN’T 
COME CUZ 
HE’O TAKEN 
OFF AFTER 
HEARING THE 
OTHER VEHICLE 
IN THE WRECK 
WAS YAKUZA 
AFFILIATED. 


J FELT 
SURPRISINGLY 
FINE. 


THE FAMILY 
I THOUGHT 
WAS 
NORMAL... 


THE IDEA THAT 
THE REASON 
DAD BARELY 

TALKED TO ME 

WAS BECAUSE 

HE WAS 7T/MID 
DION’T MAKE 

SENSE. /T 
WAS S/MPLY 
PARENTAL 
NEGLECT. 


LOOKING 
BACK AT My 
LIFE WITH 
A COOLER 
HEAD, A LOT 
OF THINGS 
WERE 
SUDDENLY 
OBVIOUS. 


CONSIDERING 
THE SUDDEN DEATH 
OF MY BROTHER 
AND DISAPPEARANCE 

OF MY FATHER... 


REBELLIOUS 
PHASE ENDED 
PRACTICALLY 
OVERNIGHT. 
PROBABLY 
BECAUSE I’D 
LOST My 
TARGET. 


«ONLY 
LOOKED 
THAT WAY 
BECAUSE 
OF HOW 


SHELTERED 
I/D REALLY 


BEEN. 


PART HIT 
ME THE 
SECOND THE 
AMBULANCE 
DRIVER CAME 
OVER... 


AND 
HANDED 
MEA 
CRUMPLED 
CAP EMBLA- 
ZONED WITH 
THE LOGO OF 
A FAMOUS 
FIZZA CHAIN. 


«WHO I 
THOUGHT 
QUIT PIANO 
AND GAVE UP 
STUDYING 
TO PART™.. 


I COULON’T 


EVEN BRING 7 COULDNT 
LAMENT HOW 
MYSELF TO FEEL 
MY FAMILY HAD 
UPSET. I JUST 
CRUMBLED 
LOOKED AT /T 5 
BECAUSE /T’D 
DISPASS/ONATELY 
BEEN BROKEN 
AND THOUGHT, atti pie 
WHAT A SAD ee 
FAMILY.” 


(LL TAKE 
WHAT'S tt, THOUGH, 
A YOUNG 


THING LIKE 
YOU DOING 
HEREP 
ARE YOU 
sICKP 


MY 
BROTHER 


DIED INA 
WRECK NOT 
LONG AGO. 

THEY SAY 
HE TRIED TO 

HOLD ON, BUT 

COULDN'T. 


FINISHED 
THE FIRST 


MY DAD RAN 
OUT RIGHT AFTER, 
DUMPING THE BILLS 
AND STUFF ON ME. 
€ I’M CLUELESS 
4 ABOUT THAT CRAP, 
\\ SO IT CAME HERE 


(LE TAKE 
it, THOUGH, } 
4, 


ARE YOU 
REALLY 
LISTENING 
TO ME, 
GRAMMAP 


/ THERE WAS AN 


AN 


ACCIDENT, 
ACCIDENT THAT HMMP YOU 
KILLED A YOUNG MUST MEAN 
MAN AND LEFT THAT ONE. 
ANOTHER ONE— 
A YAKUZA’S 


SON—HURT 
BAD. 


J, 
q 


if w) Y 
Cy 


NO Ct, J 
7 f 
RT 1 


D 


THE 
DOCTORS 
SAY THE 
YAKUZA'S 
SON WAS 
ee : 2? IN REAL BAD 
HE ae “~~ “>| BECAUSE THE be etay 
WAS ABLE >| OTHER GUY 
TO ESCAPE SWERVED AS 
WITH His HARD AS HE 
LIFE. 


sO 
THE YOUNG 
MAN WHO 
DIED WAS 
YOUR 
BROTHER, 
HM? I SEE, 
I SEE. 


¥_ 


"hr 


WHEN 
HE SUR- 
VIVED... 


WHILE MY 
BROTHER 
DION’. 


IF HE 
WASNT A 
YAKUZA’S 

SON, 


WOULON’T 
HAVE LEFT 


- ANY ONE 
THING HAD 
BEEN A LITTLE 
DIFFERENT... 


ARE YOU 
STUPIDP 


PRETEND- 
ING TO BE 
OKA 


INSIDE, 
ALITTLE 
CORNER OF 
My MIND 
COULDN’T 
HELP BUT 
WONDER... 


WHY D/D 
I NEVER DO 
ANYTHING 


BROTHER OR 
My DAD? 


KNOW WHAT 
TO DO 
ANYMORE. 


WHY NOT 
JUST START 
OVERP 


YOURE 


RIGHTP 


HE’S OUR 
CURRENT 
Boss's SON, 
SHINOBU. 


«HE 
HAPPENED TO 
BE THE GRANDKID 
OF THE PREVIOUS 
BOSS. HIS FAMILY 
ADOPTED ME, AND 
HERE I AM. 


THE KID 
FROM BACK 
THEN. 


I’M IN THE 
PROCESS 
OF REDOING 
My LIFE. 


AND 
FOREVER 
ATONING 


WHILE 
STAYING BY 
HIS SIDE. 


in Se 
ASIN 


ye 


y 
vertu 


Sc linale 


BOUND 
TOGETHER 


WHY AM 
I USING A 
RARE DAY 
OFF TO BE 
UNPAID HELP 
AT YOUR 
CAFEP 


NEEDED 
SOMEONE al 
FOR HIGH- 7 ZL 
UP STUFF. [sf 


HE'S OFF IN jf | x UGH. 
TSUKIUJI. , YOU'RE 
LWAYS SO 
DAMN HARSH, 
AKIHA. GET 
SHIBATA TO 
DO THIS. 
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THERE 
ARE NO MAJOR 
BACKUPS 
RIGHT NOW, 
Tr) _BUTSNOW IS 
youre EXPECTED THIS 
ON THE AFTERNOON, 


YOU'RE 
STILL 
STAYING 
AT SADO'S 


ISN‘T IT 
ABOUT TIME 
YOU MOVED 
BACK TO THE 
ESTATEP 


ARE YOU SO 
OBSESSED 
WITH THAT 

MANP 


TM MASAHITO. 
SEKIYA FOR 


~ | iN vEARS, WE 
RY Ave snow inf 
| December. || 


HAS 
EVERYONE 
STARTED 
MAKING THEIR 
CHRISTMAS 


EXCITING \ 
THAT WE 
HAVE THE 
PROSPECT 
OF A WHITE 
CHRISTMAS 


ALREADY? 


Z Wa 


liad linda 


{ 


i 
i 


f 


WAIN Aa ee 


AEG 


5 
Si 
} 


IT'S BEEN A 
WHILE SINCE 
I LAST HAD A 


LOVER DURING [ 


CHRISTMAS. 


Ne 


in 


WHAT'RE 
YOU IN SUCH 
A HURRY FOR 
ANYWAYP 


I HEAR 
THEY'VE 
BEEN 
MOVING 
PERSONNEL 


NOT 
ANYTHING 
BIG OR 
SUDDEN, 
BUT SOME 
STEADY 
SHUFFLING. 


: > I GET 
_ YOU'VE BEEN 
fe WORKING Z 
é TOWARD fe 
Og re SOME 
: » 3 GOAL... 
> 
aS ...BUT DO YOU ( 
} REALLY HAVE SO 
‘ TO BE sO J SK 
NONCHALANT a 
ABOUT ITP 


YOU'VE BEEN 
ACTING LIKE 
YOUR BROTHER 
LATELY. 


SEE... 


MY 

WHOLE 
LIFE IS BUILT 

AROUND 

TAKING 
ADVANTAGE 

OF HIS 
SS 


THAT I'LL |.) 
EVER TELL } | \e% 


HIM THAT. | 


I JUST... 
STEALTHILY 
PUT UP WALLS 
TO KEEP 
HIM FROM 
RUNNING 
AWAY. 


Se = WHAT'S 
Tg a THE POINT 
IN TELLING 

HIMP 


ns 
NOT LIKE 
WHAT WE HAVE 
IS ANYTHING 
PURE AND 
BEAUTIFUL 
LIKE LOVE. 


137 
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LET'S 
HAVE A 
SURPRISE 
CHRISTMAS 
PARTY! 


me =A 


pb 
vertu 


Srlinale 


..I WAS 
LIKE, “I’M 
GONNA 
Do IT!” 
MM- 
HM. SOI 
PULL UP A 
CHAIR AND 


I’M LIKE... 


‘Guys! 

WE SHOULD 
TOTALLY THROW 
A SURPRISE 
CHRISTMAS 
PARTY FOR OUR 
BOYFRIENDS! 


THAT‘LL MAKE 
‘EM HAPPY!” 


YOU TELLING 
< U MWe ABOUT 
“IT, THENP! 


I THINK 
THE TWO 
OF US ARE 
DOING 
GREAT! 


THAT 
MEAN?! 


WELL, 
“SURPRISE” 
PARTY 
IN THAT, 
YKNOM.. 


, 
\ Ty) 
\ 
THE CAFE'S I 


ALREADY BEEN 5 \ S LOOKED AT 
RENTED OUT es \ EVERYONE 
FOR THAT py AND 
MGHT? 1\, 2 j THOUGCHT.. 

) 


IT BE COOL 
TO HAVE AN 


qd 


oy 


= 


J) >) EVENT THAT 
y COULD BRING 
s PEOPLE 

NAV Y CLOSER? 


| 


r 


..-BUT LET 
ME TELL YOU, 
LOVE BEATS 
OUT IDEALS 
ANY DAY. 


uo 


fo 


.- AND WE 
DON'T HAVE 
TO BOTHER 

WITH THE 
STEPS IN THE 
MIDDLE. 


US MEN 
ARE ALL TOO 
QUICK TO 
THINK OUR 
RESULTS WILL 
DO ALL THE 
TALKING... 


YEAH, 
MAYBE THE 
IDEAL MAN 

IS THE STOIC 
TYPE WHO 
LETS HIS 

ACTIONS DO 


EVEN 
AFTER ALL 
THESE YEARS, 
IM STILL NOT 
CONFIDENT... 


ME, 
THOUGH... 


WHY ARE 
YOU SO 
OBSESSED 
WITH THAT 


I OIONT 
INTEND TO 
SOUND NASTY. 
WORK HABIT. 


THIS 19 
AN HONEST 
QUESTION. 


SHOULON'T 
BE. WE PAID 


18 IT THAT 

HAS YOU 
Yl sosTuck 
i ‘ ON HIM? 


\ 


ITS 
BEEN HOW 
MANY YEARS 
NOW SINCE YOU 
FIRST SLEPT 
WITH HIM? 


STAYING SO 
FAITHFUL 


.- THATO 
MAKE My 
EXPLANATION 
AT LEAST 
A FEW 
SENTENCES 
SHORTER. 


AND 
WHATS 

WITH THE 

INVASIVE BOY 
QUES- 


OKAY. 
WHATEVER. 
NEVER 
YOU MIND. I 
5 HATE GETIT 


Fa) YOUR 
‘sd o/s PAPA, 
/, (\ \ 7 IPS HMPH. : 
7 OF COURSE 
IM GOING 


WHO DID 
YOU TAKE 
AFTER? YOU 
ARE SUCH 
AN UNCUTE 

BOY. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING 
LIN MY 
APARTMENT 


AGAINP 


WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN? 


SINGH... 
WHO'!LL GET 
YELLED AT 
OVER THIS, 
Y'KNOW. 


I'M THE ONE L 


PEOPLE MEAN 
WHEN THEY 

TALK ABOUT, 
Y'KNOW... 


..YOU 
WENT BACK 
HOME JUST 
TO Gossip 

ABOUT LOVE 


WHY 


8 
S 
x 


a 
OS 
He 
OS 
RN 


we 

RF 
= 

= 
Q 


AND 
WHEN I 
KISS HIM, 
IT’S. .0 
DUNNO. 


UM...I 
DUNNO... 
| GOT 
CURIOUS, I 


EXCUSE. 


ok NE 
CONFUSED 
THAT FOR 
WHAT NORMAL 
PEOPLE CALL 


NOW THAT 
YOU'VE TRIED IT 
WITH ANOTHER 
GUY, WHAT DO 

YOU THINK? 


I CAN'T 
SEE ONE 
OUNCE 
OF LOVE 
BLOOMING 
FROM 
NOTHING iaete 
EAT MOI 
WAS SuP- | eo nner 
POSED To bees 
BLOOM! 


THEY'RE 
TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT. 
RIGHTP 


WELL, TEAH. 
IT SHOULD 
HAVE. 


~ THAT’S HOw I 


MEANT IT. 


YEAH. 
COM- 
PLETELY. 


IT FELT 
MEAN. 


THAT KISS 

AND HOW 

YOU KISS 
SADO... 


HUH?P NN 
WHERE’RE \\) 
YOU 
GOINGP 


I'M NOT WITH 
ANYONE, BUT 
I DO HAVE 
FEELINGS FOR 
SOMEONE. 


GONNA GO 
LET HIM 
KNOW SO HE 
CAN DECK 


WHEN EXACTLY, UH... 
ADULT RE- UNFAITHFUL? 
LATIONSHIPS 1 GUESSP 
FALL APART, BUT I’M 
IT'S BECAUSE | GONNA 
SOMEONE APOLOGIZE 


ACTED TOO eats 


I’M GONNA 
RAT YOU 
OUT, SO GO 
ALREADY. 


NO. THIS 
IS JUST AN 
OBSERVATION 
FROM A 
FRIEND. 


WITH THE 

AWKWARD 

POSITION 
YOU TWO ARE 
IN AND HOW 
YOU'RE NEVER 
ON THE SAME 

PAGE... 


HELL NO. 
YOU NEED 
TO GO GET 
DECKED BY 
SADO, NOT 

ME. 


IVE WATCHED 
YOU AS YOUR 
\ BODYGUARD FOR 
\a YEARS NOW, AND 
wy) SOMETIMES I’M —[ IKNOW 
: LIKE... 


IT LOOKS 
3 TOTALLY 
FRUITLESS 
1 TO ME. 


WE WERE 
ALWAYS 
WATCHING 
FROM A 
OISTANCE. 


im 


feiele)a[eIe]e) 


IT'S 
KAMEDA. 
DO YOU 
HAVE A 
MINUTE? 


“WAS THE 
| SECOND 
| TIME WE’D 
| TALKED. 


DISLIKE HIM. 
WHAT'S GOT 


WHAT ABOUT 
YOUP I DON’T 
GET WHAT YOU 

THINK ABOUT 

HIM EITHER. 


QUESTION. 
IT'S...HARD 
TO EXPLAIN. 


ANYWAY, 


I HAVE 


SYMPATHY 


Fae %, A 3 A 4, FOR HIM. 
\ mh 


HE WAS 
UNLUCKY LZ 
ENOUGH hy : J. : 
BUT 
BECAUSE 
. ..-TO GET THE OTHER 
ee CAUGHT UP GUY. 
IN HIS INDIS- 
SS Oo SWERVED CRIMINATE 
AS HARD AS bee 
=~) ) SHE. COULD... 
HIS 
LIFE WAS 
SAVED WHEN 
IT SHOULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN. 
HIS FUTURE 
WAS YANKED 


IN A DIFFERENT 
DIRECTION. 


YOU KEEP 
COMING 
HERE FOR 
NO DAMN 

REASON! 


WANTED TO 
sAYP 


=) 
oO 
ne 
ea 
zZ< 
oF 
R= 

0) 


WHAT DO 


YOU WANT 
FROM ME? 


DO MAKE A 
REQUEST, WILL 
YOU EVEN 
CONSIDER 


THERE 
DION’T NEED 
TO BE ANY 
SELFLESS 


EMOTIONS 
INVOLVED. 


I DIDN’T 
CARE IF /T 
MADE You 
UNHAPPY I 

JUST WANTED 
YOU TO ALLOW 
ME TO BE 
WITH YOU AND 
LOVE YOU. 


TO HEAR 
HIM PLAY 
MOON- 
LIGHT 
SONATA. 


MS 


HIM. ME. 
WE ALL 
DESPERATELY 


WE'RE Too |/ 
TIMID TO 

MAKE THAT 
CHOICE. 


= 


UGH... 
SCREW IT 
IT’S OKAY 

NOW, 

RIG; 


— 
Ks 
hs 


No. 
I'M NOT 
SURPRISED. 
I KNEW HE 


CAN 
WE GET 
TOGETHER 
THIS 
WEEKEND? 


youre | —=——— 


KIDDING. 


NOW 
OF ALL 
TIMES? 


SHEESH. 
WHAT IF DAD 
STARTS 
TALKING kK 
MARRIAGE /7 


THINKING 


HIS LIFE 
WILL NEVER 
BE MINE. 


ME CAN’T 
HELP BUT 
LONG FOR 


WEVE 
KNOWN 
EACH OTHER 
OVER A 


NOT DECADE. 


THE 
FIRST 
TIME WE 
KISSED 


HE'S 
SLEEPING 
WITH 
WOMEN ON 
THE SIDE. 


WE 
HAVEN'T 
PROMISED 
EACH 
| OTHER 
|| ANYTHING. 


THAT’S FOR \ 
THE BETTER. 


-OR SOT KEEP TELLING MYSELE... 


_ 


SO THEN 
WHY /S /T 


N 
S 
0) 
N 
5 
S 


WANT HIM TO 
LOVE MEP 


Y 
Wy, J 
“ YW rs 


POO ZZ 


I WANT 
HIS LOVE. 


LI WANT /T 
SO B4DLYT 
COULD DIE. 


ee 


- 
DUH! IT’S 
THE FIRST 
TIME I/VE 
EVER CRIED 


I'VE NEVER 
\ SEEN YOU CRY 


\ 
\ 


CHEATED 
ON ME, YOU 
BASTARD! 


HAVE ANY IDEA 
\_ HOW BAD THAT 


[ 
we 


THAT'S A 
PAY“PER “LAY fae Pe 
PTC Woe WOMEN HAVE YOU 
YOU PUTTIN’ SLEPT WITH IN THE 


LAST TEN YEARS, 
HUH?! I OUGHTA 
KILL YOU! aa 


OUT, HUH?! = 
pe 


...TO MAKE 
SURE YOU 
NEVER 
SLEEP WITH 
ANYONE 
BUT ME 
AGAIN?! 


YOU'RE 
ACTING 
REALLY 
WEIRD 
TONIGHT. 


SINCE THE 
SUMMER 
OF OUR 

FIRST YEAR 

OF HIGH 

SCHOOL. 


I GIVE UP. 
I ADMIT IT. 
IF YOU LEAVE 
ME, T’LL 
DIE. 


THE 
WORDS I 
COULDN’T 

| Say FOR 
\\ TEN DAMN 


\ YEARS... 


/T WAS 2 
THE SAME BUT WHY NOT JUST START OVER: 


THEN TOO. 


YOU'RE STILL ALIVE, RIGHT? 


HEY! 
CAN I SAY 
THE MOST 
SERIOUS 
THING I'VE 
EVER SAID 
IN MY LIFE 

RIGHT 
NowP! 


*\ LET'S GET 
=), MARRIED! 


eo eee 


ai Ls 
=e eee gee 
SOS Nima 
pee as 
beedhels> TNs 
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= ON CHRISTMAS, 
- ANGELS COME DOWN 
FROM THE HEAVENS. 


wee 


Netketo 

oy we oad! 

é Dunno why, but | just got 

y proposed to. aS 
inobu-Nakajo wy 


2. SHinoby Nakajo_.-, ares @ 


bal _] «he pissed me off by doing it, | 


SHIBATA! 
IT’S TOO 
EARLY TO BE 
THAT Loup. 
de euler! 


NAKAUO IS 
SO LUCKY! 


| wring my heart and soul out 
to finally pop the question. His 
response...“Why?” 

Op 


“Takaaki Sado. 


I'mma die now. 
DSL 


If he says no, I'll die. : ; 
Build a more romantic 


mood and try again. 


If that doesn’t work 
| guess that’s that. 


We'll get drinks. 


J] arrer 
w/T FEELS © ALL THESE 
LIKE My YEARS... 


SURROGATE 


(y 
olf G4 - 
| LITTLE BROTHER 
SSS es Finale 
oS S| LEAVING THE 
NEST 


I'S 
OKAY. 
REALLY. 


YOU 
DON’T 
HAVE 
TO BE 
SCARED. 


REALLY?! I/LL TURN 
THAT’S SO TO THE SIDE 
SO YOU CAN’T 
SEE THE 
CHEEK YOU 


YEAH. I'LL 
JUST PUT ALL 
MY LOVE INTO 
A SIDELONG 

GLANCE. 


GUESS 
ITS My 
TURN. AS 
HIS BIG 
BROTHER 
FIGURE, I’M 


IN LOVE 


THOUGHT. 


SERIO USLY. 
Sur UP. 


WHY DOES 
IT LOOK LIKE 
NOTHING'S 
CHANGEDP 


I THOUGHT 
YOU'D MADE 
UP AND WERE 


OH 
WELL. 
DESPITE 
WHAT /T 
SOUNDS 
LIKE... 


FINALLY 
LETTING OUT 
WHAT WE 
COULDN'T SAY 
FOR A DECADE 
LED TOA 
FISTFIGHT. 


IT'LL BE 
TIGHT, BUT 
WANNA PUT 

A SHOW 
TOGETHERP 


SO HOW 
ABOUT YOU 
TURN THE 
TABLES AND 
SURPRISE 
HIM 


SURPRISE 
PARTIES, 


TOO BAD 
YOUR LOVER 
ALREADY SAID 
THERE WON'T BE 
A SURPRISE 
PARTY FOR 


I GOT SO 
EXC/TED I 
ARRIVED WAY 


STUPIDILY 
EXCITED I 
WAS? AUGHS 


Wi aS yy — eS Sey 


Li 
es 


—— 


VX 
( YAN) 


iy 
75” 


«..YOU CAN 
JUST...GIVE 
IT BACK. IF 


NERVE- 
RACKING. 


IDEA HOW 
HAPPY I 
AM RIGHT 
Now! 


WHAT 
THE HELL?! 
IS THIS 
SOME KIND 
OF FLAG? 


HELL YES, 


IF YOU DIDN’/T 
TAKE IT AFTER I 
WENT AND GOT 

RID OF THE PIANO 
AND EVERYTHING 
ELSE IN THE 
GUEST ROOM... 


wake 

WOULD'VE 

BEEN LEFT 
WITH A PLACE 
THAT’S WAAAY 
TOO BIG AND 

EMPTY FOR 
ONE PERSON. 


7 Nar 
BEATS 


SEEM 


® 
Ye 
og 
c. 
we 
ad 

Q 


h, 


i 
Nh 


We 


I DION’T 
THINK... 


SS=SSE5 


SS 


SS 
\) 


I HAD NO 
IDEA LOVE 
COULD BE 
THIS MUCH 


y 


Yin i 
Wtisii 


AND 
WE'RE IN 
LOVE, JUST 
LIKE ANY 
OTHER 
COUPLE. 


y 
2 
. 
Wi 
eg 


«AND OLD 

MEMORIES 

BE LAID TO 
REST. 


ON 
CHRISTMAS, 
ANGELS 
COME DOWN 
FROM THE 
HEAVENS. 


\I 
\ 


I MEAN, 
I HAD 

NOTHING 
ELSE IN 
My LIFE. 


rT 
FIGURED 
I’D 
JUST BE 
COUNTING 


THE END. 


SHINOBU 
/S SINGING. 
I KNOW 
THIS SONG. 


| BROTHER 

|| WAS GONE. 

HE WASN’T 
COMING 
BACK. I 

THOUGHT I’D 


- NEEDED. 


DO You 
HAVE ANY 
IDEA HOW 
MUCH You 

SAVED MEP 


I/F you 
DON’T, 
THAT’S 
FINE. YOU 
DON’T 
EVER HAVE 
TO KNOW. 


a 


NOW I’M 
COUNTING 
THE DAYS WE 
GET TO BE 
TOGETHER. 


| LWANT 
j| TOBE 
THE ONLY 
ONE FOR 
HIM. 


I WANT 
TO BE WITH 
HIM AND BE 
HAPPY UNTIL 

WE DIE. 


TAKAAKI! 
BREAKFAST. 


I MADE 
~| HAMBURGER 
STEAK. 


WHAT 
WAS THAT 
SONG 
YOU WERE 
HUMMING 
JUST 
NowP 


Links /END 


in Se 
ASIN 


MAGAHITO SEKIYA (26) RYO SHIBATA (31) 


CAPRICORN BLOOD TYPE 0 LIBRA BLOOD TYPE B 
5'10" 5'8" 
A RADIO DJ WITH A SEXY VOICE. GUY WITH A VOICE FETISH. CAFE 
BELIEVES SHIBATA EXUDES A RIVER MANAGER. HAS RIDICULOUS STAMINA. 
OF NEGATIVE IONS. HAS GOTTEN TO HE’LL DO REALLY STRENUOUS LABOR 
THE POINT WHERE IF HE DOESN'T LIKE IT'S NOTHING. DOESN'T LOvE 
GET REGULAR DOSES OF SHIBATA, HIS COOKING, BUT HE LIKES HAVING PEOPLE 
TEMPER GETS REALLY SHORT. GAY. EAT WHAT HE MAKES. LOVES WEIRD 
INCREDIBLY BASHFUL. LIKES DARK MASCOTS. DIDN'T USED TO THINK OF 
INTERIORS WITH CHIC ACCENTS. HIMSELF AS GAY, BUT HAS ACQUIRED A 
SURPRISINGLY OBLIGING WHEN TASTE FOR IT. ISN’T TOO FUSSY ABOUT 
ASKED SOMETHING. INTERIOR DECORATION, BUT IF HE FINDS 


SOMETHING NEAT, HE'LL BuY IT. IT IS 
NEAT, AFTER ALL. 


Gg? 
& 
HEYAI 
WHAT'S Up? 
EVER SINCE THEY y WHATCHA 
STARTED LIVING 4 Tee 
TOGETHER, SHIBATA ; 
WILL COME ZOOMING \s a AGAIN! 
THE SECOND HIS Vi 


NAME’S CALLED. ie 


AKIHA NITSU (32) 


LIBRA BLOOD TYPE A 
5'7" 


HAS THE MOST VARIED EMPLOYMENT 
HISTORY OF THE ENTIRE GROUP. 
NATURAL-BORN BOTTOM. HAS A 
FREEWHEELING STREAK, BUT AT THE 
END OF THE DAY, HE LIKES BEING 
FUSSED OVER. THE TYPE TO BLOOM 
MORE BRILLIANTLY THE MORE YOU 
WATER HIM. 


CHTRYING HARD 


NOT TO LOOK.) 


YAHIKO TSUBAME (23) 


SCORPIO BLOOD TYPE O 
61" 


SADO’S SECRETARY AND BODYGUARD. 
SPECIAL TALENTS INCLUDE SOCCER, 
SOCCER VIDEO GAMES, AND KICKBOXING. 
HAS ALWAYS KNOWN HE WAS GAY. IS 
TOTALLY THE DOMESTIC ONE AT HOME. 
CAN DO JUST ABOUT ANYTHING YOu 
ASK OF HIM. ALSO HAPPENS TO BE A 
CHIPPER IDIOT. 


YUSEI OGIKAWA (26) 


SAGITTARIUS BLOOD TYPE AB 
5'" 


AN OFFICE WORKER (SALES). WAS THE SUPER- 
POPULAR TYPE BACK IN COLLEGE. TOTALLY NOT 
INTO PAIN AND SCARY THINGS (BECAUSE HE'S 
THE DOM, NOT THE SUB—DUH). AT FIRST HE 
WAS LIKE, “WHAT, ME, WITH A GUY? NO WAY. 
NOT INTO THAT BL STUFF.” BUT THEN, AFTER TEN 
SECONDS OF THOUGHT, HIS DOM NATURE KICKED 
IN AND HE WAS LIKE, “OH, HELL YES.” IS POLITE 
WITH STRANGERS BUT IS MUCH MORE BLUNT 
WHEN THINGS ARE CASUAL. 


Vad | 
RS! 


in 
N> : 


a’ | 


AOI KAMEDA (25) 


VIRGO BLOOD TYPE 0 
6'0" 


A THREATENING-LOOKING ENGRAVER 
WHO IS ACTUALLY ONLY AN ENGRAVER 
ABOUT 30 PERCENT OF THE TIME. DEFT 
WITH HIS HANDS. DEFT WITH OTHER 
THINGS TOO. CHILDHOOD FRIENDS WITH 
SHINOBU. ALSO SHINOBU'S BODYGUARD, 
SURVEILLANCE OFFICER, AND SPARRING 
PARTNER. NOT PARTICULARLY 
MASOCHISTIC. 


CAT (1) 


THE CAT IS CALLED “CAT.” 


SHINOBU NAKAJO (29) TAKAAKI SADO (29) 


GEMINI BLOOD TYPE 0 CANCER BLOOD TYPE B 
5'9" 6'0" 

SELF-PROCLAIMED “ALTERNATIVE YAKUZA." YAKUZA. ADOPTED BY A JUNIOR 
(LOL) WHETHER THATS TRUE OR NOT BRANCH OF THE FAMILY, SO HIS LAST 
IS UNCLEAR. MOST LIKELY STARTED OFF NAME DIDN'T BECOME “NAKAJO.” 
Bl. (HIS FATHER 1S.) (DOESN'T KNOW DIDN'T ALWAYS REALIZE HE WAS 
ANYTHING ABOUT HIS MOTHER.) (NEVER GAY. HAS DROOPY EYES. HIS HOBBY 
EVEN SAW HER.) HAS ALMOND-SHAPED IS READING. RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
EYES. HIS HOBBY IS SPORTS. RESPONSIBLE CLEANING AT HOME. HAS ALWAYS 
FOR THE COOKING AT HOME. GENERALLY BEEN THE TYPE TO CARE FOR HIS 
HAG A LIGHTHEARTED SENSE OF HUMOR. A FAMILY CIRCLE. IS QUICK 10 GET RID 
PRAGMATIST. BECAUSE OF THAT, IF HE HAS OF ANYTHING HE DOESN'T LIKE. 


TO GET RID OF SOMETHING, HE'S OKAY WITH 
GETTING RID OF IT. 
SS 7 


DON'T GET ALONG 
ON ANYTHING. 


i) 
you HAIRY 
GORILLA 


AKIHA’S POSITION 


4 HI, 
f , EVERYONE. 
I’M YAHIKO, 
THE ONLY 
ONE NOT 


IS IT ME, 
I WORRY OR ARE 


SOMETIMES |AIM J. \_ YOU TWO 


STRANGELY 
CLOSEP 


HERE! THIS OFFICE 


SHADDAP. BiH Weer 


IT'S NOT 
ACTUALLY 
FREE, SO 
IT’S FINE. 


v4 
N Ci 
‘S PRACTICALLY 
BEGINNING OF FOR FREE! 
THE VOLUME ~ 


UGH, 
WOULD YOU 
QUITP THIS 
IS GROSS. 
IT'D BE LIKE 
SLEEPING 


t 
LIKES SPENDING MONEY ON THE PEOPLE HE CARES ABOUT. 


IS IT ME, OR ARE 
THERE A LOT OF MARTIAL 


ARTISTS IN THIS MANGA? I TOOK = 

KARATE ot ae THERE 
AND JUDO : s : IT IS, 
THROUGH /: HA HA HAL 
HIGH : NAKAJO'S 

SCHOOL. > “ALTERNATIVE 
YAKUZA 
STYLE”! 


HE 


TRAINED BY ac HA HA HAS 


FIGHTING f = Z THERE HE IS, 
WITH ak THE NAKAJO 


SYNDICATE 
LIEUTENANT! 
CONGRATS 
ON THE 
PROMOTION. 


NAKAuO! 


AHA HA 
HA HA! 
_\\ AND THERE HE 
yes, i \ 1S, THE MAD 
I TREAT N DOG WHO 

WORKOUTS PUNCHED IN A 
AS MY LIFES COWORKER'S 
WORK, BUT I’D / FRONT TEETH! 


RATHER YOU 
NOT INCLUDE 
ME IN THIS 
LINEUP. 


KARATE. 
JUDO. 
KRAV 
MAGA. 

FRENCH 

BOXING. 


vm 
SORR?? 


@ 


we 


TIVE ONE, 
SHIBATA. 


.ISN/T 
THAT SUCH 
A POWER 
TRIPP 
IT'S LIKE 
COMPLETE 
DOMINA- 

TION! 


BOTTOMS (?) 


BUT I 
LIKE GIVING. 
I WAS 
TOTALLY OKAY 
BLOWING HIM 


AKIHA, I 
ALWAYS 
FIGURED 


MEP TI 
DON’T MIND 
BLOWJOBS. 


THEY'RE BOTTOMS, RIGHT? 


YOU FOR 
A DEAD 
FISH. BUT 
WHAT ARE 
YOU LIKE 


Vy OOH! I 
<1 THOUGHT 


I TOTALLY 
GET IT, 
THOUGH! 


WHEN 
YOU MAKE 


THAT TOUGH, 


MANLY FACE 
TWIST IN 


rrouat 


THAT TOO! 


Loa 
DEAD FISH 


WHEN YOU 
MAKE THAT 
TOUGH, MANLY 
FACE TWIST IN 
PLEASURE. 


SAY IT IN YOUR HUSKY VOICE 


\\ 


ma) 


cE, S 


WZ 


MY DREAM IS TO GO ON A NEW YEARS’ HOT SPRINGS VACATION 


SHUT IT. I'M} SERIOUSLYP 
RIDICULOUSLY [ Pal “S| THAT’S ONE 
HYPED on “A 
RIGHT Now. 
DON'T BE A 
BUZZKILL. 


YOU'RE 
HYPED OVER 
GOING TO 
OKUTAMA? 
REALLYP 

PEASANT. 


After that, Shinobu 
smiled way more. 
He never used to 
around me. 
{_ It's cute. 


{It hurts. 


I'm not sure I'll come 
back from this alive. 


REALLYP! 
THIS IS 
YOUR 

FIRSTP! 


AFTERWORD 


“Do you want to try writing an omnibus?" That was how 
the plan for this story started. Connecting a collection 


of stories through as 
grasp easily. Instead, 
that naturally flowed 
much like an ensemb 


ingle title wasn't a process | could 
| decided to build separate stories 
together into a single narrative, 
e film. 


I've been familiar with the book design process since my 


college days thanks 
a gamble on that, let 
process from start to 


0 a friend of mine. My editor took 
ting me have a hand in the whole 
finish on this one. | feel like | really 


did manage to make a book that's entirely like a film. It's 


a wonderful feeling o 


SUCCESS. 


My thanks to everyone who arranged for me to have this 


amazing opportunity. 


Natsuki Kizu 


MAYBE 
ITLL 
HAPPEN 
SOMEDAY. 


TAKE 
YOUR TIME 
COMING TO 

SEE ME. 


I had a dream where 
I was warming bird eggs. 
Then little fluffy chicks 
hatched with a peep, 
so I rushed to the store 
to buy them some food. 


When I came home, 
they’d all been turned 
into fried chicken. 


Natsuki Kizu made her 
professional debut in 2013 
with Yukimura Sensei and 

Kei-kun, followed by the short 
story collection Links and her 
breakout series, Given, which 
has been adapted into drama 
CDs and an animated TV 
series. To find out more about 
her works, you can follow 
her on Twitter at @kizu_ntk. 


Links 


SuBLime Manga Edition 


Story and Art by Natsuki Kizu 


Translation—Adrienne Beck 

English Adaptation—Jennifer LeBlanc 
Touch-Up Art and Lettering—Bianca Pistillo 
Cover and Graphic Design—Jimmy Presler 
Editor—Jennifer LeBlanc 


Links © 2014 Natsuki KIZU 
Originally published in Japan in 2014 by Libre Publishing Co., Ltd. 
English translation rights arranged with Libre Inc. 


Original Cover Design: Jun Sunose 


libre 


he stories, characters, and incidents mentioned in this 
publication are entirely fictional. 


lo portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form or by any means without written permission from the 
copyright holders. 


Printed in Canada 
Published by SuBLime Manga 


PO. Box 77010 
San Francisco, CA 94107 


10987654321 
First printing, April 2022 


PARENTAL ADVISORY 

LINKS is rated T+ for Older Teen and 
is recommended for ages 16 and up. 
This volume contains suggestive themes. 


SUBLAMID 


SUBLimeManga.com 


For more information 
on all our products, along with the most up-to- 
date news on releases, series announcements, 
and contests, please visit us at: 


i 


BL SuBLimeManga.com 
SUBLIME 


twitter.com/SuBLimeManga 


facebook.com/SuBLimeManga 


instagram.com/SuBLimeManga 


SuBLimeManga.tumblr.com 


SUBLAMED 


MANGA 


TORTS 


